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Quantitative Study on Definition Structure of Nouns in Domestic Oriented
Chinese Dictionary and Foreign Oriented Chinese Dictionary

DUAN Tongtong

School of Teacher Education, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China

Abstract: Chinese noun definitions are characterized by placing attributive elements before the headword
as the dominant word order. In the noun definitions, the “differentia + genus” structure has an absolute ad-
vantage ; the “genus + differentia” structure often involves longer sentences, and the defined words are mainly
the ones with the clear classification boundary, such as animals, plants, chemical elements, and sports terms;
the definition structures affect the definition difficulty, with the “ differentia + genus” definition being

&

relatively simpler, but the “genus + differentia” definition being the most difficult.
Key words: Modern Chinese Dictionary; JUZI Chinese; noun definition; definition structure;

quantitative research
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