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Examination of the Historical Causes of “Marine Imagination” in Liezi

LIU Guoqin

School of Literature and Journalism Ocean University of China Qingdao 266100 China

Abstract: The narrative fragments pertaining to “marine imagination” in Liezi could be dated to the mid-
dle and late Warring States period and had a de facto connection with the pre-Qin coastal states with the State
of Qi as the core. This connection stemmed from Lie Zi’s exchanges with Ji Xian the divine shaman of the
State of Qi during his early studies as well as the special experience of his disciples being sent to Sifang ( all
sides) . At the same time the offshore navigation experience and limited marine knowledge accumulated by the
State of Qi and other pre-Qin marine civilizations in the course of navigation development also restricted the
creative vision of the Liezi compilers when depicting the ocean. Such restrictions in turn triggered the
creative collective’s imaginative exploration of the open sea. Combined with Lie Zi’s and his disciples” limited
understanding of the ocean these factors gave birth to the trans-spatiotemporal “marine imagination” in Liezi.
On this basis the creative collective of Liezi took the initiative to accept the influence of the theories of alche—
mists from the coastal regions of Yan and Qi in both theory and creation. This further endowed the “marine i—
magination” in Liezi with a strong alchemist cultural hue reflecting the value pursuit of embracing the illusory
world to preserve one’s natural instincts.
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