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Identity and Literary Visulization: Centered on Song Wan’s Exile
in Jiangnan in the Early Qing Dynasty

LIU Yongjuan

School of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China

Abstract; In the early Qing Dynasty, the exile of literati was a prevalent phenomenon. Song Wan, a re-
nowned poet of the early Qing Dynasty, was exiled to Jiangnan (south of the Yangtze River) twice in his life.
Especially during his second exile spanning eight years, his literary creations were rich in content and vivid in
emotional experience. From the initial “resentment” and “anger” in the “poetic exchanges in Jiang Village”
to the gradual adjustment of living conditions while lingering among the mountains and rivers, and then to the
“gradual spiritual transcendence” characterized by freedom and detachment, he gradually achieved a reconcil-
iation and construction of his self-identity. Song Wan’s literary writings during his exile in Jiangnan stand out a-
mong the poets in the early Qing Dynasty, represent the overall trend of the exile life and literary writings of
poets during this period to a certain extent, and reflect the development and changes of the exile mentality of
scholars.
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