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Survey of Compilation and Publication of Modern Chinese Dictionary
in the Period of the Republic of China

LIU Shangtao', WANG Zihe

1. School of Literature, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China;
2. Basic Teaching Department, Shandong Water Conservancy Vocational College, Rizhao 276826, China

Abstract ; The period of the Republic of China is the inception one of modern Chinese dictionary, laying a
solid foundation for the dictionary compilation and lexicography construction in New China. In this period, the
three stages of compilation and publication of modern Chinese dictionary are the transformation and initiation
stage, slow development stage, and the tortuous advancement stage. The four major types of published dictiona-
ries are the comprehensive language dictionaries, general language dictionaries, specialized language dictiona-
ries, and specific-purpose language dictionaries. The emergence of “dictionary” concept and the compilation in
the period of the Republic of China are a concentrated reflection of the transformation of ancient and modern
Chinese vocabulary, which promotes the construction of modern culture and language, facilitates the effective in-
teraction with the society and readers, and contributes to the maturation of dictionary functions, styles and types.

Key words: period of the Republic of China; Chinese dictionary; stage feature ; type feature; general fea-

ture
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