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Ritual-music Aesthetic Thought in Zhang Ying’s Hengchan Suoyan

LI Zhongchao

School of Humanities, Anqing Normal University, Anqing 246003, China

Abstract; Zhang Ying’s Hengchan Suoyan is a work modeled after Lu Jiushao’s Jujia Zhengben Zhiyong
Pian, with its ideological roots tracing back to Mencius’ proposition that “those who have no constant property
yet possess constant hearts”. Zhang Ying’s Congxun Zhaiyu and Hengchan Suoyan correspond to Lu Jiushao’s
two family instructions, Zhengben and Zhiyong, sharing formal similarities in practical application. The former
focuses on the cultivation of mind and character, while the latter prioritizes their pragmatic application in gov-
ernance. Centered on Mencius’ theory of “constant property”, Hengchan Suoyan draws on Lu Suoshan’s
method of household management through balanced income and expenditure, incorporates the frugality philoso-
phy from Tan Qiao’s Hua Shu, and embodies the Confucian cultural accumulation of practical application for
governing the world in ritual-music aesthetics, which integrates enrichment with education, prioritizes prosper-
ity before moral instruction, combines nurturing and teaching, and perpetuates family traditions through
farming and scholarship. In essence, Zhang Ying’s argument on “establishing people’s constant property” in
Hengchan Suoyan is a specific manifestation of the Confucian thought of applying ritual-music aesthetics to
govern the world in the practice of family life, embodying the ideological characteristic of Confucian ritual-mu-
sic aesthetics that values “substance”.

Key words: Zhang Ying; Hengchan Suoyan; ritual-music aesthetics
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