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Meaning of “ Appreciating Somebody’s Services and

Presenting Gifts” and Others

MU Aili'

, LI Zhengzhou®

(1. Department of Continuing Education and Training, Yantai Vocational College, Yantai 264670, China;
2. School of Marxism, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: In the Dunhuang literature and handed-down documents, there is a word “ruanjiao (4XJ)”

that means “giving a reception in honor of a guest from afar
“nuan (#2)” with the pronunciation “nuan (B%)”, which then derives such words as

“nuansang (BE3Z)”,

“nuanshou (BE7#)”, “nuantong (BEJE) ",

”. The original form of “ruan (#X)” should be
“nuanni (BEZLL)”,
“nuanmu (BEZ%E)”, “nuanchuang ( B%

JR)”, and many corresponding food etiquette and customs. The development and change of the corresponding

etiquette and customs and their cultural connotation should be explored from the perspective of the evolution of

word meanings of “nuan ()",

that is, the words “kuishi (HE) ”

and “weiwen (J&[7])” evolving into a

series of food etiquette and customs, which is specifically reflected in all aspects of weddings and funerals,

and embodies the humanistic care among the people.

Key words: Dunhuang literature; to treat somebody to a dinner on arriving; food etiquette and custom
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