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Criticism.

Ideology and Its Critical Potential in Children’s Books: Evolution and Trend
of Ideological Criticism of Contemporary Western Children’s Literature

ZHAO Xia

(School of Education, Zhejiang International Studies University, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract; The concept and method of the ideological criticism of contemporary Western children’s litera-

ture have developed rapidly since the 1970s, and “ideological criticism” has since become one of the core
terms of the theoretical criticism of Western children’s literature. In the 1980s, researchers represented by Pe-
ter Hollingdale opened up a new path for the ideological criticism of children’s literature, and laid an important
theoretical foundation. In the 1990s, researchers represented by John Stephens deepened the concept and un-
derstanding of the ideological criticism of children’s literature, and enriched and expanded the study in this
field. The originality of the ideological criticism of Western children’s literature is typically reflected in the in-
spection of and thought on the ideological relationship between the “children” and “adults”. The ideological
criticism of children’s literature has largely changed the understanding of the “children/adults” relationship in
the children’s literature/culture texts in the Western children’s literature circle, and then rewritten the concept
and practice of the creation, reading and criticism of contemporary Western children’s literature.

Key words: children’ s literature ; ideological criticism; child/adult; Western literature; critical think-
ing
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