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From Internet Freedom to Securitization Narrative:
Evolution of U. S. Internet Governance Discourse

WEI Hongchi

Department of English and International Studies China Foreign Affairs University Beijing 100037 China

Abstract: Since the 1990s the U. S. discourse on global internet governance has undergone a marked
shift toward instrumentalization and securitization. lts dominant paradigm has gradually evolved from an early
advocated “internet freedom” to a strategic narrative centered on “national security” and “technological com—
petition”. The reconstruction of this discourse system has not only profoundly shaped the value orientation and
institutional arrangements of global digital governance but also intensified the geopolitical tension in cyber—
space. In this process the role of language as a key governance resource has become prominent which has
been deeply involved in shaping the global digital order and restructuring the power structure. The U. S.
employs discourse practices to construct cognitive frameworks define the boundary of governance legitimacy
and advance the securitization narrative achieving a deep integration of “discourse-knowledge-power” to
maintain its structural dominance in the digital space. The theoretical and empirical analysis of these discourse—
power mechanisms contributes to revealing the generative logic of U. S. digital hegemony offering a critical
perspective for understanding the discourse competition and order reconstruction amid the transformation of
global governance.

Key words: internet governance; discourse politics; U. S. strategy; securitization narrative

( ; )



