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Movement of Cleaning up “Hidden Fields” in
North China Anti-Japanese Base Area

LIU Xinquan

(School of Marxism, Zaozhuang University, Zaozhuang 277100, China)

Abstract: In the period of anti-Japanese war, there appeared the problem of “hidden fields” that con-
cealed the farmland in North China anti-Japanese base area. Driven by alleviating the financial and food pres-
sure, ensuring the anti-Japanese supply and demand, adjusting the masses’ standards of grain tax, and perfec-
ting the collection system, the base area government took various measures to clean up the “hidden fields”.
The reasons for the problems of “hidden fields” were complex, involving both historical and current factors, as
well as natural and human ones. The base area adopted such methods as encouraging self-report, masses’ expo-
sure and the government’s making an exact measurement of the land to clean up the “hidden fields” , and a-
chieved certain results through adjusting policies, increasing rewards and punishments, mobilizing the masses,
and transforming village politics. The government also gained the valuable experience in constructing the new
financial system and governance order in the base area through the mixture of policy making, political party
mobilization and masses’ expectations.

Key words: North China anti-Japanese base area; “ hidden field”; finance of the base area;
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