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The Formation of Novels of Skull Theme
in the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties

ZHANG Chuandong

(School of Literature, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: There are many ghost novels about the encounter of human beings and “skulls” in the Wei,
Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, the structure and objective of which are very similar, and can be put in
the same category. The “skull” novels borrow the formal description of encounter between human beings and
skulls in the ancient philosophers’ books and Fu literature of previous generation, but omits the original reason-
ing factors and retains the mythical feature. In addition, the formation of such novels is closely related to the
social reality of frequent war, and the social atmosphere of robbing graves and practicing geomancy in the
Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties. From the generation of novels of “skull” theme, the basic crea-
tion thoughts of ghost novels at that time can be seen.

Key words: theme of skull; Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties; formation
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