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Confucian Family’s Learning and Its Influence on
the Development of Confucianism (Part II )

JT Yuzhen®, HUO Junguo”

(a. Library; b. School of Literature, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273165, China)

Abstract: As a distinct symbol of Confucian way, Confucian family’s learning has had a profound impact
on the development of Confucianism. Firstly, Confucian family’s learning plays a significant supporting role in
the development of Confucianism. From the time of Confucius to the early years of the Northern Song Dynasty,
Confucian learning had always been the foundation for Confucianism. Such descendent scholars as Kong Anguo
and Kong Yingda have even inherited Confucian way, and devoted themselves to interpreting his doctrines,
providing a strong support for the development of Confucianism. Secondly, the works of study of Confucian
classics, history, philosophy and literature in Confucian family’s learning, and the humanistic thoughts, have
injected continuous vitality into Confucianism and enriched its connotation. Furthermore, Confucian family’s
learning adhered to the tradition and corrected deviations in such different historical periods as the Northern
and Southern Dynasties, the Tang and Song Dynasties, ensuring that Confucianism did not deviate from Confu-
cian way. The revival of the study of Confucian classics in the Qing Dynasty benefited greatly from the centu-
ries-long perseverance and revision of Confucian family’s learning.

Key words: Confucian family’s learning; Confucianism; study of Confucian classics; Neo-Confucianism
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