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Research on the Formation of Bipolar Intensifier “po ( &fi)”

WANG Hongsheng

( College of Journalism and Communication, Baoji University of Arts and Sciences, Baoji 721013, China)

Abstract: The bipolar intensifier “po ()" is formed by the evolvement path of “po ()" with the o-

”

, bipolar adjective “po ()" as adverbial , bipolar quantitative
adverb “po (Hi1)”, and bipolar intensifier “po (Jil)”.

riginal meaning of “head deviation (k1ki)
It can express both high degree and low one, which
are the two concrete usages embodied in the different contexts. High degree and low degree are both opposite
and unitary, and they are the edge degree of degree domain. After the Song and Yuan Dynasties, the bipolar
intensifier “po (i) " gradually refers to the “po ()" of high degree adverb, which is the evolvement
process that speech unit “po (}il)” of low degree dies out gradually and the one of high degree is abstracted
as a new langue unit.

Key words: “po ()" ; edge degree of degree domain; bipolar quantitative adverb; bipolar intensifier;
grammatical metaphor
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