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Recognizing the Whole Through Observation of Part and Getting to
the Bottom of Subtle Truth: Yan Zi’s Life Wisdom

YAN Jian

(Journal Editorial Department, Jining University, Qufu 273155, China)

Abstract; Yan Zi who is similar to Confucius has the inborn gift of sage with wisdom and purity, cultiva-
ting morality, practicing benevolence and adhering to kindness throughout his life. Although he lives in the
troubled times, he has an insight into the natural law and shows extraordinary wisdom. He is a man of over-
whelming kindness and compassion, which makes him know the thing’s beginning and end, perceive the past
and the future, and possess excellent discerning wisdom. As a sage similar to Confucius, he is highly respec-
ted by later generations. In turbulent days, he will try his best to do things if he is appointed, and he will re-
tire if he isn’t done. He has practiced benevolence throughout his life assiduously, and his wisdom has reached
a very high level of recognizing the whole through observation of part and getting to the bottom of subtle truth.

Key words: Yan Zi; wisdom of entering the world; wisdom of morality; wisdom of discrimination; wis-
dom of prediction
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